
I-105-001

This federal scoping process is specific to only the Hampton-Rochester-

La Crosse 345-kV project.  Dairyland Power Cooperative, one of the

CapX2020 utilities, has requested financial assistance from USDA Rural

Utilities Service (RUS), for Dairyland’s anticipated 11 percent ownership

interest in the proposed Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345 kilovolt

transmission line project. RUS has determined that its funding of

Dairyland’s ownership interest is a federal action and therefore subject to

the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section 106 of the

National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). RUS is the lead agency for

both NEPA and Section 106 review.

Scoping is a process that provides information to those preparing an

EIS. The EIS examines the comments received from scoping with the

requirements for an analysis of the proposed action with possible

resource impacts. Detailed information regarding the EIS process can be

found at INSERT WEB page.

An EIS must be finalized with a Record of Decision published before any

project-related activities can occur.  The Draft Environmental Impact

Statement will be available on the RUS website at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments on the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication.

 

I-105-002

Your comment has been noted.  RUS is the responsible federal agent for

the completion of the EIS for this project. The ability to make an informed

decision regarding the potential impact on any given resources is

dependent on the level of research for any particular resource topic

based on existing information and the potential project impacts. Activities

such as public scoping allow others to share information that can

contribute to the analysis of the proposed project.
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I-105-003

Your comment has been noted.  Please refer to comment response I-

105-003.

 

I-105-004

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human health and

safety will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 

The RUS does not have jurisdiction over the State of Minnesota

Certificate of Need evaluations or content of those proceedings.

 

I-105-005

Your letter/comment card has been noted.  The criteria used to route the

transmission line is described in the Macro Corridor Study which is

available at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm. These criteria

and routing process will be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact

Statement.  The project is still in the development and planning stages

and the utilities have not yet permitted a route for the transmission line. 

The utilities are striving to provide the most up to date information in a

timely manner.  Project information is updated regularly on the project

website, www.capx2020.com.

Dairyland Power Cooperative, one of the CapX2020 utilities, has

requested financial assistance from USDA Rural Utilities Service (RUS),

for Dairyland’s anticipated 11 percent ownership interest in the proposed

Hampton-Rochester-La Crosse 345 kilovolt transmission line project.

RUS has determined that its funding of Dairyland’s ownership interest is

a federal action and therefore subject to the National Environmental

Policy Act (NEPA) and Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation

Act (NHPA). RUS is the lead agency for both NEPA and Section 106

review. The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available at:http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments on the DraftEnvironmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication. 

 

I-105-006

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human and
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livestock health and safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the

Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

I-105-007

Your comment has been noted. Potential impacts to human health and

safety with regard to EMF will be addressed in the Draft Environmental

Impact Statement.

 

I-105-008

The project is still in the development and planning stages and the

utilities are striving to provide the most up to date information in a timely

manner.  Project information is updated regularly on the project website,

www.capx2020.com.

The scoping comment period is now closed, however this is not the last

opportunity to comment on the project.  The Draft Environmental Impact

Statementwill be available at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments on the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication.

 

I-105-009

The project is still in the development and planning stages and the

utilities are striving to provide the most up to date information in a timely

manner.  Project information is updated regularly on the project website,

www.capx2020.com.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement  will be available at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments on the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its publication. We

anticiapte that public meetings will be held during the public review and

comment period for the Draft EIS. 

 

I-105-010
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Your comment has been noted.  Liability regarding aspects of the project

is unknown at this time.
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